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REMARKS 



Claims 1-13, 29-30 and 32-50 are pending in the present application. Claims 1-13, 
29-30 and 32-50 have been rejected Claims 1, 29 and 30 have been amended to more clearly 
define thai which is being claimed, such that no effective narrowing of claim scope has been 
accomplished. No claims have been canceled or added. 



The Examiner is hereby acknowledged and thanked for the courtesy extended during 
the telephonic interview of July 13, 2004 between Examiner Huynh and the undersigned 
attorney. The pending claims, current Office Action and prior art were all discussed during 
this telephonic interview, with particular focus on that which is clearly taught by the primary 
prior art reference used, U-S. Patent No. 5,741,183 to Acres et aL ("Acres"). Agreement was 
reached with respect to Acres not explicitly teaching power connections for its personality 
board and DCN, although it was agreed that these items inherently require power connections 
to operate as described in Acres. Accordingly, it was agreed that assumptions or inherencies 
of the various properties and relationships with respect to these power connections inherent to 
the devices of Acres would be limited An invitation was then made to amend the pending 
claims to more clearly reflect that which is being claimed, which has been accomplished 
herein. Agreement was also reached with respect to Acres not affirmatively disclosing or 
teaching several other claim elements. It was then respectfully resubmitted that Acres would 
not be an appropriate anticipatory reference for claims requiring such elements. 

IL Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1-7, 10-13, 29-30 and 32-50 all stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Acres. In particular, the Office Action disputes at page 11, "applicant's 
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argument that Acres does not teach or suggest switching off power through said secondary 
power connection while power is maintained through said primary power connection." 
Applicants respectfully traverse these § 102 rejections. In traversing these rejections, 
Applicants respectfully reiterate and incorporate by reference in their entirety the remaps 
made in the previously filed papers of August 7, 2003 and February 4, 2004. 

fa order to anticipate a claim, a reference must include every material element of that 
claim. The present application contains 4 pending independent claims, which are claims 1, 
29, 30 and 49. Claim 1 recites, inter alia, "said at least one secondary power connection is 
adapted to have power supplied therethrough switched off while power is maintained through 
said at least one primary power connection » Similarly, claims 29 and 3 0 both recite, inter 
alia, "switching off power through said [secondary or first] power connection while power is 
mairrta jned through said [primary or second] power connection." Claim 49 similarly recites, 
fr«r alia, 'gaining power ... via said second power connection during said step of 
switching off power through said first power connection." Since all other claims depend 
from one of these four independent claims, every pending claim comprises at least some 
element of an apparatus adaptation or step for switching off power through one connection 
while power is maintained through another connection. Applicants again respectfully submit 
that while the invention of Acres could be used in conjunction with the present invention, that 
such an element is not affirmatively taught by Acres. 

In disputing this point made by Applicants that Acres does not affirmatively teach this 
element, the Office Action points to the passages at column 16 line 56 through column 17 
line 15 of Acres. Applicants note at this point that these passages all refer to FIG. 9 of Acres, 
which illustrates a "personality board 202" that is also illustrated in FIG. 2 and is referred to 
in FIGS. 3 and 4. In particular, the Office Action refers to these passages of Acres, in stating, 
"board 202 couples me data communication node 42 to a gaming device. The board allows 
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by Acres, such that Acres has not been shown to anticipate these claims for at least these 

additional separate reasons. These additional elements include at least Ihose for: 

. "at least one standard receptor slot for securing at least one other 
component to the main communication board," 

. «a daughter board plugged into said standard receptor slot of the main 
commumcatioix board," 

. «ad«igb!«boaid...^^to«c«h«j^r>^ii«™ 

communication board," 

• "replacing the first daughter board with a second [or third] daughter board 
iX firs! standard receptor slot of the main communication board, 

. "[another] daughter board [that] converts signals ... to signals m a > 
communications format, other than the first communication format, 

• "providing a second daughter board in a second standard receptor slot of 
the main communication board," and 

• "[another] daughter board [that] converts signals in a first communications 
format from the master gaming controller to signals in a third 
communications format." 

(emphases added). Applicants respectfully submit mat while the Office Action may purport 
to address each of these elements by pointing to various passages within Acres, that none of 
these passages affirmatively recites a receptor slot, a daughter board that receives power from 
a mamboard, the replacement of a daughterboard with a different daughterboard, a second 
daughter board in a second receptor slot, or the conversion of signals from a first to a second 
and tlnrd communication formats. Applicants again note that while the invention of Acres 
comdbeusedmconjunctionwimmeprese^^ 

ihe incorporation of some or all of these elements, that the foregoing specific elements have 

not been shown to be affirmatively taught by Acres. 

Accordingly, Applicants respectfully submit that since none of these recited elements 
have been shown to be disclosed by Acres, that Acrescanr^tbesaidtoarmcipateanyof 
independent claims 1, 29, 30 and 49. Because each of dependent claims 2-7, 10-13, 32-48 
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and 50 depend from one of independent claims 1, 30 or 49, these dates are likewise not 
anticipated by Acres for at least the same reasons as those provided for these independent 
claims. Applicants thus respectfully request the withdrawal of the § 102 rejection with 
respect to claims 1-7, 10-13, 29-30 and 32-50. 

Applicants note at this point that these claims were not anticipated by Am prior to 
the amendments made herein. In light of the formal Examiner Interview of My 13. however, 
Applicant has amended claims 1 , 29 and 30 to more clearly delineate that which is being 
claimed, such that no effective narrowing of claim scope has been accomplished- In so 
doing, Applicants note mat these amendments are being made only to affirmatively disclaim 
remote possibilities that were not intended to be claimed and not believed to be claimed in 
any event, such as the case where the "secondary power connection is adapted to have power 
therethrough switched off while power is maintained through [the] primary power 
connection" by simply yanking the one other component out from its connection to the main 
communication board and thereby terminating its power connection. Applicants respectfully 
submitthat use of the term "switching" precludes such an unstable way of tenninaung power. 

Applicants also note that several of the previously added dependent claims now stand 
as rejected over passages in Acres that do not appear to disclose that which is being presently 
claimed. For example, claims 39 and 44 are rejected in light of column 6 lines 27-67 of 
Acres. Applicants respectfully submit, however, that while Acres could certainly be used in 
conjunction with such an element, this passage does not afihmatively disclose the step of 
.'communicating a signal to a remote gaming device . . . wtan money is accepted by the 
gaming machine." Similarly, claims 40-43 and 45-48 are rejected in light of column 19 lines 
25-61 and column 10 lines 41-67 of Acres. However, these passages of Acres disclose a 
floor controller having a communication board with eight microcontrollers that are connected 
m a daisy chain. Applicants respectfully submit that while the present invention could be 
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noticed with the Mention of Acres, that this is not the configuration that is being claimed 
m each of these recently added dependent claims requiring "a plurality of gaming machines 
connected as part of a daisy chair," Accordingly, Acres does not anticipate claims 40-43 and 
45-48 for at least this additional reason. 

JEL Rejections under 35 U-S.C. § 103 

Claims 8 and 9 stand rejected under 35 U AC. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Acres alone- Applicants respectfully traverse these rejections. 

As detailed above, independent claim 1 has not been shown to be unpatentable over 
the prior art for a number of reasons. Dependent claims 8 and 9 depend from claim 1. and are 
thus patentable over the prior art for at least the same reasons as those provided for claim 1 . 
Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request the withdrawal of the § 103 rejections with 
respect to these claims. 
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respectfully requested to contact the 



undersigned attorney at the telephone number listed 



b elow with any questions or concerns relating to this application. 



Respectfully Submitted, 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 



Date: July 19,2004 



^ r 



Justin A. White, Esq. 



Justin 
Reg. No. 48.883 



Beyer, Weaver & Thomas LLP 
PO Box 778 

Berkeley, California 94704-0778 
(650) 961-8300 
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